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Russian Propaganda in Slovakia – Goals, Narratives, and Actors 

Grigol Julukhidze 

(Bratislava) 

Special thanks to the Director of The Slovak Foreign Policy Association, Mr. Alexander 

Duleba! 

 

Abstract: 

Despite the fact that Russian propaganda is already a global challenge and threats to the entire 

democratic world’s political stability, there are several regions where the Kremlin's disinformation 

campaign is particularly powerful. Such geopolitical area is the Visegrad Group – one of the main 

spheres of Russian interest. First of all, because of the fact that historically Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, 

and the Czech Republic were important elements of the Russian sphere of interest and later significant 

subjects of the Soviet Union’s foreign policy. It is also worth mentioning that the Visegrad Four 

perspectives may provide Russia with additional instruments for increasing its influence both in the 

region and the entire European Union as well.  

Many Russian politicians are still unable to adapt to the post-socialist order formed after the collapse 

of the Soviet Union and disappearance of the abovementioned countries from the orbital influence of 

Russia. In a word after several years of passivity the Russian Federation is still active in the Eastern and 

Central Europe and achieves significant success (especially in Slovakia, Hungary and the Czech 

Republic). One of the main tools in this fight is propaganda. 

The below presented publication aims at reviewing the situation in the V4 in terms of growing Russian 

propaganda.  

The first subject of the research is Slovakia. Consequently, the publication will focus on the Russian 

propaganda methodology, narrative and actors. Also, there will be identified the goals that Russia is 

trying to achieve throughout the country over the past few years.  
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Political and Economic Elements of Russian Influence in Slovakia 

First of all, it should be noted that Russia is "a non-free state with nondemocratic political regime whose 

actions are characterized by the illiberal exercise of power" (Mesežnikov and Pleschová, 2017, 124). 

That’s why the Russian Federation is considered as a threat to Slovakia. The Kremlin is trying to expand 

its influence in the country by two main tools – political and economic. From the economic point of 

view, the most easily manipulable sphere is an energy sector. Slovakia is extremely depended on 

Russian gas and was seriously hit during the Russo-Ukrainian energy crisis in 2009 (Kirby, 2014). In 

addition, Bratislava is actively cooperating with Moscow in terms of "energy corridors" and receives a 

large amount of money in return for passing Russian to the Western European countries. Another 

important element of bilateral economic collaboration is the armed industry (Pynnoniemi and Rácz, 

2016, 295).  

After gaining significant economic influence, Russian Federation has an ideal background for 

increasing its political influence: On the one hand, the lack of clear foreign policy orientation of local 

society (according to GLOBSEC Trends 2018, more than 50% of Slovaks would prefer to position their 

country between East and West), on the other hand - the rise of Eurosceptic/ultra-right parties and a 

high level of state corruption. Another important factor is the growing immigration wave in the region, 

which creates perfect opportunities for spreading false information and public opinion manipulations. 

As we know, Slovakia is one of the most “unhospitable” states in the region in terms of receiving 

Muslim migrants. More than 20 large anti-migrant demonstrations have been held over the past three 

years. Prime Minister Fico loudly declares that "Islam has no place in Slovakia!" (Chadwick, 2016). 

Another issue is the growing nationalism that is one of the main narratives of all Slovak parliamentary 

parties. The idea of "independent" and "neutral" Slovakia is very popular. Consequently, during the last 

few years such aggressive and Eurosceptic parties have begun to rise, such as: "Kotleba - Our Slovakia" 

- Neo-Nazi and anti-western political union. The members of the party and the leader Marian Kotleba 

wear Nazi uniforms and symbols. Also, "Our Slovakia" was the initiator of the anti-Western campaign, 

calling local society for refraining from buying "Coca-Cola" and celebrating Christmas with Santa Claus 

(Blog SP, 2012). 
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Image 1: “We will not let you to steal our Christmas!”. 

Source: Blog of Slovak Brotherhood. 

 

Image 2: March of “Our Slovakia”. 

Source: nol.hu. 
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Narratives of Russian Propaganda in Slovakia 

The narrative of Russian propaganda and "soft power" in Slovakia is primarily based on ideological 

bases. Such narrative offers an alternative profile of history and current world events in which Russia 

as a conservative and traditional State is a unique alternative to the Western ideology (Mesežnikov and 

Pleschová, 2017, 125). First of all, it should be emphasized historical Russophila and the idea of Pan-

Slavism in Slovakia - an assumption which is based on the famous Slovakian state man’s Ľudovít Štúr’s 

book Slovanstvo a Svet Budúcnosti ("Slavism and Future World"). In his book Štúr speaks about the 

unity of all Slavic nations and the necessity of establishing close ties with Russia (Štúr, 1993). In 

addition to the book of Ľudovít Štúr, it is worth mentioning that Russia has always been an acceptable 

political actor for Slovaks.  

Another task of Russia in Slovakia is to frame communism from the different point of view - 

“Communist era was not ideal, but it was far better than the modern western capitalist order”. 

 

The Actors of Russian Propaganda in Slovakia 

Local Russian Population: 

According to the 2011 data, only 0.1% of Slovakia's 5.4 million population, has a status of a Russian 

ethnic minority. According to the same report, the right to permanent residence in Slovakia by 2015 

had 3532 citizens of Russia (Mesežnikov and Pleschová, 2017, 129). Despite this small human resource, 

the Kremlin actively uses these people both on the organizational and individual level - "in smaller 

countries like Slovakia, even a small number of people and organizations can make a meaningful 

impact" (Mesežnikov and Pleschová, 2017, 129). Part of these people are founders of the "Union of 

Russians in Slovakia" (Zväz Rusov na Slovensku) - a member of the "International Council of Russian 

Compatriots" (which is established, supported and financed founded and financed by the Russian 

government). At first glance, the ZRS is an apolitical, cultural organization, but after the annexation of 

Crimea "Union of Russians in Slovakia" changed the profile and became a pro-Kremlin society which 

makes anti-Ukrainian statements and publishes pro-Russian articles through the journal “Vmeste”. 
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Another civic association, which was founded by local Slovaks with the financial support of the Russian 

government, is "Slovensko-Ruská Spoločnosť" (“Slovak-Russian Society”) - a strictly anti-Western and 

anti-American organization. The SRS is the main non-governmental organization that supports the 

idea of intensification of Slovak-Russian relations and openly criticizes NATO. 

 

“Soft Power: 

The main actor of Russian "soft power" in Slovakia was the “Russian Center for Science and Culture”, 

founded in 2001 by the Russian Embassy in Bratislava. 

After Putin's 2012 political manifest, the organization became a clear example of Russian version of 

soft power. For example, at the beginning “Russian Center for Science and Culture” was organizing 

various exhibitions and events for promoting Russian culture, but after the military escalation in 

Ukraine the situation was drastically changed. Unlike its European analogues Czech Language Centers, 

"Goethe Institute" and "British Council", “Russian Center for Science and Culture”: 

- Is a part of local diplomatic mission; 

- Instead of focusing on cultural aspects and civil society popularization issues, is advocating the 

Kremlin's foreign policy; 

- Has an ideological narrative and is focusing on convincing the Slovak community (mostly by 

discrediting others); 

- Is continuously stressing an “invincible” Russian patriotic soul (Mesežnikov and Pleschová, 

2017, 140). 

“Russian Center for Science and Culture” holds various political discussions, conferences in which 

Russian political scientists and sociologists participate. The main goal of such meetings is the criticism 

of the West and the promotion of Russia "as the only alternative" to the contemporary liberal world. 

By the way, Russian propaganda is actively operating in the Slovak academic-research sector as well. 

For example, from time to time the Russian Embassy invites famous pro-Kremlin political experts to 

Slovakia. The purpose of their visits is to “highlight a different reality” in which the entire Western 

world is demonized and Russia - praised. 
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Some Slovak students and researchers who attend these events or make a good impression are awarded 

various scholarships and granted the opportunity to study in leading Russian universities. As for the 

pro-Russian Slovak political experts, their articles are often published in Russian academic journals and 

are invited to Valdai discussion club. 

 

The Media: 

First of all, it should be mentioned that the largest Slovak public information agency (TASR) has a 

contract with the State Information Center (TASS) owned by the Russian government. That is why 

very often TASR disseminates reports taken from TASS’s service without any verification (Mesežnikov 

and Pleschová, 2017). 

As for the pro-Russian media actors in Slovakia: 

- Zem a Vek ("Earth and the Century") - One of the main tools of Russian propaganda. 

Disseminates reports taken from RT and Sputnik. Its founder Tibor Rost has direct connection 

with the Russian Embassy in Bratislava and is financed by the Russian Foreign Ministry 

foundations 

- Hlavné Správy ("The Main News") - One of the main supporters of the Kremlin in Slovakia, 

which publishes various analytical articles and attempts to legitimize Russia's foreign policy. 

Has also Radio agency; 

- Slobodný Vysielač ("Free Broadcast") - Online broadcaster which spreads the conspiracy 

theories. Slobodný Vysielač was founded by TV INTV in 2016 (another pro-Russian 

information agency); 

- Parlamentné Listy ("Parliamentary Letters") Online information agency that releases 

international political news through Russian perspective; 

- SME ("We") - News Agency, known for criticizing NATO, EU and the USA; 

- Topky.sk - Online journal, which disseminates sensational and unbelievable political issues. 

Often criticizes government and western societies; 

- Pravda ("True") - Pro-governmental news agency. Publishes articles against liberal democracies 

and values; 
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- Literárny Týždenník ("Literary Holidays");  

- Slovo ("Word"); 

- Bojovník ("Warrior"); 

- Extra Plus ("Additional Plus") (Pynnoniemi and Rácz, 2016), (Fischer, 2017). 

It should also be mentioned TV3 channel which often criticizes NATO, the United States and the 

European Union. It focuses on the positive image of the Kremlin and represents the Russian model as 

the sole alternative of "outdated" liberal world (Mesežnikov and Pleschová, 2017).   

 

Internet Space: 

There are dozens of pro-Russian web-sites and pseudo-information agencies that continuously spread 

various fabrications and disinformation in favor of Russia: 

- www.svetkolemnas.info; 

- www.zvedavec.org; 

- www.rodinajezaklad.sk; 

- www.stopautogenocide.sk; 

- www.vzdor.sk; 

- www.czech.ruvr.ru; 

- www.slovak.ruvr.ru; 

- www.httppanobcan.sk; 

- www.vaseforum.sk; 

- www.badatel.sk; 

- www.badatel.net; 

- www.protiprudu.org; 

- www.beo.sk; 

- www.obcianskytribunal.sk; 

- www.sho.sk; 

- www.voxvictims.com; 

- www.magnificat.sk; 
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- www.auria.sk; 

- www.dolezite.sk; 

- www.inespravy.sk; 

- www.tvina.sk; 

- www.nadhlad.com; 

- www.nwoo.org; 

- www.orgo-net.blogspot.sk; 

- www.cez-okno.net; 

- www.neskutocne.sk; 

- www.nazorobcana.sk; 

- www.slovenskeslovo.sk; 

- www.noveslovo.sk. 

According to the monitoring report of the Slovak Foreign Policy Association and Visegrad Fund, almost 

all pro-Russian information actors avoid to analyze political life of Slovakia, as their main focus is to 

represent Russia positively. The popularization of the opinion that Russia is a stable and development-

oriented state. Another element is President Putin - a strong leader who is uncompromisingly trying 

to defend his country's interests and balance NATO's aggressive policy.  

 

Image 3: Pro-Russian organizations operating in Slovakia. 

Source: Mesežnikov and Pleschová, 2015, 125. 
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The Goals of Russian Propaganda in Slovakia 

According to the Prague Institute for Security Studies, the Russian Federation has several specific goals 

in Slovakia: 

- Discredit Ukraine - "”Maidan” was organized by fascists supported and backed by foreign 

intelligence services"; "Ukraine's revolution has ended unsuccessfully and the country is 

immersed in a corrupt swamp"; 

- Discredit the United States - "The 9/11 terrorist attack was organized by the CIA". The United 

States plans world domination"; "All coups and revolutions are arranged by the United States 

of America"; "The purpose of the United States is to place a military base in every country of 

the world"; "US foreign policy is run by masons"; 

- Discredit NATO – The "NATO will support the United States in the war against Russia"; "NATO 

will place a military base in Slovakia and will use Eastern Europe as a "shield" against Russia; 

- Discredit the EU - "EU is not effective any more"; "There are only strikes and demonstrations 

in the European Union"; "Leading states want to leave the EU"; "Democracy and freedom in the 

EU are only factions"; "Elections are just illusion and people cannot change anything". 

- Promotion of conspiracy theories and nihilism - "Politicians are focused only on mercantile 

interests"; "Western media spreads only the American viewpoint"; 

- Positive representation of Russian foreign policy - "Russia is forced to react to the aggressive 

actions of the United States and NATO." "Russia invaded Ukraine to defend the Russian-

speaking minority" "Russia's invasion of Syria was an anti-terrorist act"; "Russia is not an ideal 

state, but its policy is less aggressive than Western" (Smoleňová, 2015, 9-10); (Fischer, 2017). 
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